






Pottawattamie County Growth Alliance

100 Block Alley
The 100 block of  West Broadway has been a major focus for the 

Pottawattamie County Development Corporation (PCDC).  It has seen 
just under $1.0 million in investment towards historic renovations and 
beautification efforts.

In addition, through the 
redevelopment efforts of  PCDC, 
the private parking behind the 
north side of  West Broadway’s 
100 block has received a much 
needed face lift.  The private 
parking area received new 
pavement and was completed in 
December 2008.

Juicy Ideas
In October 2008, the Alliance 

partnered with Iowa Western 
Community College’s (IWCC) 
Entrepreneurial Center and the 
Southwest Iowa Foundation to 
sponsor  Juicy Ideas.  

Juicy Ideas is a collegiate competition 
that challenges students to combine 
their entrepreneurship abilities 
with environmental responsibility.  
Through the use of  imagination, 
innovation and creativity, student 
teams were to create an item of  value 
from a “throw-away” item.  Students 
had 10 days to develop their concept, 
record their experience on video, 
and post their entry on YouTube for 
judging.  

“Through our partnerships with 
IWCC and Google, we continue 
to explore new and innovative 
paths to promote the spirit of  
entrepreneurship,” said Mark 
Norman,  Vice President of  Economic 
Development.  “We believe one of  the 
best ways to stimulate entrepreneurial 
thinking is to offer our young people 
the opportunity to explore their own 
creativity. Students who exhibit this 
type of  innovation and competition 
will be the business owners and 
entrepreneurs of  our future.”

The Juicy Ideas competition was 
held in five regions where Google 
has data centers.  The entries from 
the Iowa region’s top three teams 
competed against the winning 
regional teams from South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma and 
Oregon.  The final winning team was 
flown to Mountain View, California 
to spend a day in the entrepreneurial 
and innovative environment of  
Google Headquarters.  A team from 
IWCC in Council Bluffs finished 
14th in the national competition.

Council Bluffs to Attend 
the Renewable Energy Trade Show

The Alliance staff  will be participating in the Renewable Energy World 
Conference & Expo North America in March 2009.  This conference and 
trade show is  renewable energy’s leading event. The Alliance will be one 
of  over 200 exhibitors at the expo.  It also offers a worldwide audience 
attending the technical sessions related to technology, markets, business 
strategies and policy covering the wind, solar, biomass, hydro, geothermal, 

ocean/tidal/wave, bio-power, bio-fuels hydrogen 
and energy sectors. Our purpose for participating 
in the expo is to identify companies in this industry 
that have plans to expand in the future and would 
consider an Iowa location.

105 Pearl Street Before  105 Pearl Street After

Storefront Grant Awarded 
A Storefront Grant has been awarded to Bonnie & Sharon Culgat 

for their building located at 105 Pearl Street in Council Bluffs.   They 
were awarded $37,500 for a complete renovation of  the interior and 
exterior. An ice cream shop will occupy the first floor, and a newly 
renovated apartment will be on the second floor.  


