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SPONSORED BY IOWA WESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE

O fficially, Iowa Western 
Community College (IWCC)  
is a two-year institution  

of higher education. But for those 
who live and work in the Council 
Bluffs area, IWCC and its Business  
& Community Education division 
provide an any-year opportunity  
for a lifetime of learning.

High school students can take 
dual-enrollment classes at IWCC  
in preparation for college. Young 
adults can receive certifications  
for employment in manufacturing 
and other industries. Established 
professionals can take leadership 
classes to advance in their current 
roles, or even start their own 
company with the help of the  
IWCC Small Business Development 
Center. And when all the work is 
done, retirees can enjoy classes on 
cooking and other leisure activities.

“We’re there for any point of  
your life,” says Matt Mancuso,  
IWCC vice president of Business  
& Community Education. “We’re 
there for your whole educational 
span, from high school all the way 
into retirement age.”

For those in the early stages  
of their work careers, IWCC’s  
Adult Education programs include 
opportunities to receive a high 
school equivalency diploma  
or take English as a Second  
Language courses.

Once workers are established, they 
can utilize the school’s Continuing 
Education programs for workforce 
training, retraining and certification. 
IWCC’s online offerings enable more 
than 8,000 people each year to receive 
needed instruction in a variety of 
fields, including Emergency Medical 
Services and Commercial Driving.

IWCC also works directly with 
companies throughout the Council 
Bluffs area to create customized 
training for their businesses. “We 
meet with them to hear what their 
workforce needs are, then develop  
a curriculum specifically for their 
industry,” Mancuso says.

In addition, IWCC regularly  
creates new classes and certificates  
to meet the area’s changing needs. 
Additions for 2025 include an 
offering called Business Essentials 
(basic business strategies for 
individuals and small companies),  
as well as a dog grooming certificate 
(a high-demand position that can  
pay more than $50,000 annually).

“Iowa Western plays a vital role  
in education in southwest Iowa,” 
Mancuso says. “From workforce 
skills to our leisure classes, we  
offer many different ways for  
people in this area to advance their 
careers and improve their lives.”

For more information about  
Iowa Western Community College, 
visit iwcc.edu/ce.

Iowa Western Community College provides  
educational offerings for work and fun

OF LEARNING
A Lifetime A Lifetime 

https://www.twcc.edu/ce






https://www.wirrc.org


	  livability.com/council-bluffs	 11

THIS SECTION IS SPONSORED BY

$206,047 
Average home price

25,894
Number of households

27,576
Number of housing units

Sources: Census Reporter, U.S. Census 
Bureau, Council Bluffs Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Advance Southwest Iowa, Zillow

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT

EDUCATIONAL OPTIONS

REAL ESTATE

	» Buena Vista University- 
Council Bluffs 

	» Council Bluffs Community  
School District 

	» Iowa School for the Deaf
	» Iowa Western Community College
	» Lewis Central Community  

School District
	» 7 private schools

IOWA WESTERN  
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

	» Enrollment of about 5,500 students
	» 80 vocational and technical programs
	» Located near the intersection of 

Interstate 80 and U.S. Route 6
	» Employs about 750 area residents 
	» Sports teams are the Reivers, 

which are river pirates

POPULATION

62,564
Council Bluffs

39
Average age

AVERAGE COMMUTE

 18.6 minutes

 Owners������ 64%
 Renters������ 36%

HOMEOWNERS / RENTERS

Community ProfileCommunity Profile
DISTANCES TO  
NEARBY CITIES (in miles)
Omaha, NE.................................... 4
Lincoln, NE............................... 63
Sioux City................................ 93
Des Moines............................ 128
Sioux Falls, SD........................ 178
Kansas City, MO...................... 182
Cedar Rapids..........................255
Davenport..............................296
Minneapolis, MN..................... 371

89%
High school grad 

or higher

22%
Bachelor’s degree 

or higher

Did You Know?

The cost of living  
in Council Bluffs  
is 17.7% below the 
national average.
BestPlaces.net

https://www.allcarehealthcenter.org/careers
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W ith a welcoming 
environment and 
top-notch athletic 

venues, Council Bluffs has proven  
to be a haven for youth sports.  
And thanks to the vast tournaments 
that many of the venues host,  
area hotels, restaurants and retail 
shops feel the positive impact of 
nonresident spending. 

Read on to learn more about what 
makes this region a prime spot  
for youth sports and the venues  
and events that draw crowds. 

MID-AMERICA CENTER
The Mid-America Center always  
has something going on. It hosts 

youth wrestling and basketball 
tournaments, 10 dance competitions 
and six cheer competitions annually.

With people coming from 
throughout the Midwest,  
Mark Vacanti, the center’s general 
manager, says many are fans of  
the Council Bluffs area. One thing 
they love is the region’s ease of 
mobility. Getting in and out of the 
area via Council Bluffs Municipal 
Airport is easy, and for those 
driving, the Mid-America Center  
is just off Interstates 29 and 80.

“It makes travel easy,” Vacanti says.

The Mid-America Center even has 
international visitors for the Yonex 

U.S. Open Badminton 
Championships, which have been 
held twice at the Mid-America 
Center in the past three years.

Each year, the facility rolls out the 
wrestling mats for the National Junior 
College Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
Wrestling Championships. This event 
draws thousands of people each day.

“We take a lot of pride in it,”  
Vacanti says. “The NJCAA is really 
happy with our facility, and we are 
centrally located in the country.”

Many of the events hosted by the 
Mid-America Center span multiple 
days, which provides a real boost  
to the local economy. 

Winning  
VENUES
The region’s athletic facilities draw visitors 

and residents throughout the year

Youth Sports
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“With all of the options for  
our guests, as well as the amount  
of parking in the area, many of  
our events are recurring because 
the organizations that host the 
events and fans who attend love 
coming to Council Bluffs.”

COUNCIL BLUFFS 
RECREATION COMPLEX 
The massive Council Bluffs 
Recreation Complex is a go-to  
for outdoor sporting events.  

With 77 acres of athletic fields  
and amenities, the Recreation 
Complex stays busy, especially 
during warmer months. It boasts  
10 soccer fields, seven softball 
fields, four football fields and  
three baseball fields.

“That complex is a luxury  
to have for our city and our  
parks and recreation department,”  
says Dan Bettmann, recreation  
and events manager with Council 
Bluffs Parks and Recreation 
Department, which operates  
the complex.

The biggest event of the year for the 
Recreation Complex is the multiweek 
Triple Crown’s SlumpBuster baseball 
tournament in June, which Council 
Bluffs hosts with neighboring 
Omaha. As many as 42 states have 
been represented at the event.

“SlumpBuster takes over the entire 

complex, and it’s a big deal for  
our community,” Bettmann says.

From Easter through the end of July, 
every weekend is booked with major 
softball and baseball tournaments at 
the complex, plus Bettmann says they 
host soccer tournaments, as well.

 – Andrew Po�er

Amateur sporting events provide  
a powerful economic boost  
for the Council Bluffs area.

In fiscal year 2024, 10 amateur 
sporting events attracted 109,136 
athletes, spectators and officials 
and generated 8,590 hotel room 
night stays at Council Bluffs 
properties, according to numbers 
provided by the Council Bluffs 
Convention & Visitors Bureau. 

These sports included  
volleyball, wrestling, basketball, 
baseball and badminton.

While this does not reflect the total 
number of tournaments and events 
in Council Bluffs, it does indicate 
the impact that just 10 of these 
have on the region. The economic 
impact from the hotel stays for 
these 10 events represented  
nearly $878,000 in business.

Cha-Ching

Cochran Park  
is a popular spot 

for all types of sports.



https://www.economicimpact.google/state/la








operational side of the 
hospital, along with the 
investment and dedication 
to helping the community 
as a whole, which is very 
much part of CHI Health’s 
mission,” she says. 

She joined CHI Health 
upon graduation, 
holding a variety of roles 
within the system before 
returning to Mercy in 
2024 as its president. 

“We’re a faith-based 
nonprofi t, and that comes 
through with our care 
teams,” she says. “It also 
means looking outside our 
walls before people even 
come to us and asking how 
we can help people live 
healthier lives, or how we 
can get them back to living 
a healthy life aft er they’ve 
been in the hospital.”

Blum says working 
for CHI has been a 
special experience.   

“I’ve established my own 
family here,” she says.

“This is the community 
where we live, and I had 
all three of my children 
here, so it’s a special 
opportunity for me to be 
impacting how we provide 
care and what that looks 
like in the community 
where my own family and 
friends are receiving care.”

JOLYNN AHMANN 
“You get to truly 
help others”

JoLynn Ahmann, 
pharmacy director for 
All Care Health Center, 
had worked in retail 
pharmacies for nearly 
12 years before joining 

All Care Health Center 
in 2013. The Federally 
Qualifi ed Health Center 
was building a new 
facility and expanding 
its operations to include 
pharmacy, which Ahmann 
helped establish.

“My goal was to expand my 
role into the clinic and help 
manage disease states with 
the providers,” Ahmann 
says. “I had always wanted 
to work more closely with 
patients, taking time to 
review and teach them 
about their medications 
and diseases. Providers 
don’t always get to spend 
a lot of time with patients, 
and I knew I could bridge 
this important aspect.”

All Care provides robust 
service options for 
the community. 

“We are kind of a 
one-stop shop for your 
health care,” she says. 
“We provide primary care, 
dental, behavioral health, 
pharmacy, access services 
and X-ray services.”

She says All Care serves 
patients regardless 
of insurance coverage 
or their ability to pay.

“The people you work 
for and with here 
genuinely care about you 
and your family,” Ahmann 
says. “But probably more 
important, you get to 
truly help others.”

– Karen Vernon

Learn more about the 
region’s high-quality health 
care at livability.com/
council-bluffs. PH
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At Mobilis, we provide comprehensive mobility and accessibility solutions 
to enhance safety, comfort, and independence. Our extensive product 
range includes mobility equipment such as scooters, wheelchairs, rollators, 
canes, and walkers, as well as home safety and accessibility products like 
bathroom aids, lift chairs, leg lifters, hip kits, grabbers, and bed rails. In 
addition to these products, we o�er expert services, including home and 
vehicle modifications, equipment repair and maintenance, insurance billing 
assistance, delivery, emergency services, rentals, and custom shoes with 
free measurements. Whether you need the right product or a complete 
solution tailored to your unique needs, Mobilis is dedicated to helping 
you navigate life with greater ease and confidence.

Call/Text: (712) 328-2288 • customercare1@mobilismed.com
2701 W Broadway • Council Bluffs, IA 51501 • mobilismed.com

MOBILITY
EQUIPMENT

HOME SAFETY
SOLUTIONS

HOME & VEHICLE
MODIFICATIONS

EXPERT
SERVICES

HOME 
MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT

https://www.mobilismed.com
https://www.livability.com/council-bluffs
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Council Bluffs boasts a 
close-knit community, plenty 
of job opportunities and a 

fabulous quality of life that many 
love. This combination makes it an 
excellent location for those looking  
to start or grow their careers. 

With a solid economic foundation 
driven by several major companies 
and a rich history of innovation,  
this region has become a place 
where those from various industries 
can thrive. Council Bluffs boasts  
a diverse economy with major 
employers like Google, food industry 
giants Tyson Foods, ConAgra,  

Jack Link’s and Bunge, and 
prominent casinos such as  
Harrah’s, Ameristar and Horseshoe. 
The region is also home to major 
health care providers, including  
CHI Health Mercy and Methodist 
Jennie Edmundson Hospital.

Positive Energy 
Health care is a rapidly growing 
sector in Council Bluffs.

David Burd, president and  
CEO of Methodist Jennie 
Edmundson, relocated to  
Council Bluffs from Hebron, 
Nebraska, in May 2020. 

Burd’s career in health care  
began with an internship at Lincoln 
General Hospital in Nebraska,  
and today, he credits his growth  
to the supportive and dynamic 
environment at Jennie Edmundson.

“The great thing about Jennie 
Edmundson is its special culture,” 
Burd says. “We truly care here. 
Whether you’re an employee,  
a patient or a family member,  
you feel the difference.”

Under Burd’s leadership, the 
hospital has not only remained  
a critical health care provider,  

FUTURE 
Council Bluffs is the place to build your life and career  

Business

AA  FlourishingFlourishing
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Pavilion debuted in 2017, and the 
4200 Office Building opened in 2019.

“Today, our mission continues  
to be improving the quality of  
life in River’s Edge by providing 
more recreation and leisure 
opportunities,” Tulipana says.  
“That way, people can enjoy 
activities and attractions on our  
side of the Missouri River instead  
of having to go to the Omaha side.”

CONTINUED GROWTH 
Apartments, townhomes and 
businesses also adorn River’s  
Edge and plans for more living 
spaces and small businesses  
are ongoing.

“This is a great place to invest 
because there is much more land  
to be developed,” Tulipana says.  
“It’s going to become a destination 
place for Council Bluffs residents  
as well as people in southwest  
Iowa and Omaha.”

Other recent openings in River’s 
Edge include the Belles’ Play  
Garden at Tom Hanafan River’s  
Edge Park and the new Council Bluffs 
Community School District early 
learning center. Plans are in the 
works for a treetop walk through  
a wooded area. The walk will include 
a 138-foot-tall adventure tower with 
features like multilevel observation 
platforms, a climbing wall and a  
glide ride through the trees.

“The walk will take visitors  
above the trees to enjoy views of 
scenic woodlands, the Missouri 
River and cityscapes,” Tulipana  
says. “There are also plans to  
build a long pier where residents 
can walk over the Missouri River, 
and another playground and a  
dog park are in the design stages. 
Many projects will be under 
construction in 2025 and 2026.”

SENSE OF COMMUNITY
While River’s Edge is open for  
all to enjoy, living there brings  
even more advantages, as  
residents have easy access to  
all the amenities and great views. 

Continuing development at River’s Edge 
brings additional vitality to the riverfront

Development

BUILT  toto
THRIVE
What was once a bare  

stretch of land on the Iowa 
side of the Missouri River  

in Council Bluffs has undergone a 
remarkable transformation. River’s 
Edge, a thriving development, now 
occupies the space, and its story  
is still being written.

CREATING RIVER’S EDGE 
Over the years, the riverfront 
district has seen a wealth of 
developments and improvements, 
and the area has become an 
essential place for residents, 
businesses, office workers and 
community members who utilize 
River’s Edge to live, work and gather.

“Our group brings partners together 
for projects in Council Bluffs and 
southwest Iowa, and River’s Edge  
has been a big part of our recent 
focus,” says Pete Tulipana, president 
and CEO of Southwest Iowa Nonprofit 
for Collective Impact (SINC), a 
nonprofit organization in Council 
Bluffs that has raised money for 
several River’s Edge developments.

Early successes of the development 
project included building the  
Bob Kerrey Pedestrian Bridge, 
which opened in 2008 and spans  
the Missouri River between  
Council Bluffs and Omaha, and  
Tom Hanafan River’s Edge Park, 
which opened in 2013. River’s Edge 
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One such resident is Kourtney 
Butler, a technology center  
support specialist with Council 
Bluffs Community School District. 
Butler was born and raised in 
Council Bluffs, graduated from 
Thomas Jefferson High School  
in 2018 and has lived at the 
Broadmoor apartments at  
River’s Edge for five years. 

“I love the connectivity of  
River’s Edge to the interstate,”  
she says. “I have a dog, so I enjoy  
the walkability of the area. I can  
also hear summertime concerts  
in the distance from my apartment, 
and I like the Mercy Thai Restaurant 
that is close to where I live.”

Butler adds that there continues  
to be an influx of new people  
moving into River’s Edge 
apartments. Her neighbors include 
Creighton University students, 
young professionals and those  
up to 55 and older.

“A nice sense of community  
has always been in River’s Edge,”  
she says. “As for the future, I hope 
the development eventually gets  
a community activity center that 
features group games like pickleball 
and other outdoor events, and  
I also look forward to someday 
having a dog park here.”

The cool thing? Butler won’t have  
to wait long. There are plans in  
the works to build a dog park in 
River’s Edge in 2025 or 2026.

 – Kevin Litwin

Renderings of Adventure  
Tower at River’s Edge

“I have a dog, so I enjoy the walkability  
of the area. I can also hear summertime 
concerts in the distance from my 
apartment, and I like the Mercy Thai 

Restaurant that is close to where I live.”
Kourtney Butler, resident

A rendering of the 
planned treetop walk
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Kris Richey and her aunt opened 
The Olive Branch boutique in 
Council Bluff s in 1999. Though 
she left  for a few years for a 
diff erent opportunity, she returned 
in 2022 and bought the store from 
her aunt, relocating to be closer 
to family and to expand the shop. 

The Olive Branch sells home decor, 
handmade items, gourmet food, 
Polish pott ery, housewares, jewelry 
and handbags. Richey is about to 
open a second location that will 
carry gift  items for women, men, 
children and babies. 

Every bit of fi nancing that 
went into the store’s launch was 
fi nanced by savings and from 
family, Richey says. “We did a 
lot of marketing on our own,” she 
says. “There was no social media 
at the time, so we passed out fl yers, 
took out newspaper ads and did 
a lot of networking with family 
and friends.” 

The Olive Branch is a member 
of the Council Bluff s Area Chamber 
of Commerce, and Richey att ends 
chamber events oft en and utilizes 
other available local resources. 

Richey says Council Bluff s is the 
perfect size city to raise a family, 
off ering all the conveniences, 
a nice selection of restaurants and 
shopping options, quality schools 
and standout parks, trails and 
activities for families. 

“People are so incredibly friendly, 
and the community works really 

well together. I love it here. 
I always have,” she says.

Richey lauds The Olive Branch’s 
“phenomenal” customer base that 
has brought multiple generations 
of families through the door. 

And she sees an even brighter 
future ahead for her business.

“Being here for 25 years, I feel like 
we’re the best-kept secret in Council 
Bluff s, but I don’t think we will be 
for much longer,” she says. 

GROW
HERE

Entrepreneurship

Tom & Annette
Respeliers
OWNERS

5675 McPherson Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA

Reliable. Dependable. Honest.

For more information, call 712-322-4590 or visit abcelectriccb.com.

Providing Electric Services for both
Commercial and Industrial Needs

Proudly serving Council Bluffs 
and surrounding areas with excellent work 

and superior service at fair prices since 1960. 

Always.Tom & Annette
Respeliers
OWNERS

5675 McPherson Ave.
Council Bluffs, IA

Reliable. Dependable. Honest.

For more information, call 712-322-4590 

Providing Electric Services for both
Commercial and Industrial Needs

Proudly serving Council Bluffs 
and surrounding areas with excellent work 

and superior service at fair prices since 1960. 

Always.

Online 
Exclusive
Scan the QR code to 
read about Kris Richey’s 
insights on launching and 

growing a business 
and all that Council 
Bluff s has to off er. 

https://www.abcelectriccb.com
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